1= With The New Indian Express

Chennal, Monday, January 21, 2008

ff‘.h He recovered after a serious illness only when his

son took him to his Prasad Studios '}

Filrm maker L V Prasad's birth centenary celebrations
brought together ace figures of the Indian film industry

Ramesh
Prasad with
actor Kamal

Hassan at the
fumction

“It was m dream
to grow into
an LV Prasad”

K Balachander, Sowcar Janaki and Saroja Devi.

OR the distinguished stars from
Fﬁlmdﬂm whio gathered ai Chen-

nal Trade Center on Thursday
evening, it was an evening to revel in
the memories and experiences they
had with the legendary film maker LV
Prasad. The occasion: the legend's
birth eeptenary celebratons,

His passion bor the are lights deowve LY
Prasad avay from home in the 19308 o
a cliy he was new to - Bombay and
speaking a language he didn't knos -
Hiredl. But his love for cinema. which
took him to greater echelons [n the
vears that came, found admirers for
him in the guests of the evening: direc-
tors K Balachandar, Maniratnam,
Dasari Narayana Rag, acters Kamal
Hasan, Jithendra, Sowcar Janaki,
Saroja Devi, Anjali Devi, and the Chief
Minlster of Tamil Nadu himself, who'd
penned the dialogues for three of LV
Prasad's movies: Manohara, fruvar
Dl and Thaa!lla Pillal,

"When | starie dnu as i director, i was
my dream to grow inio an LYV Prassd 45
wesrskater,” sald nce director K Balachan-
der, who direcied LY Prasad's box office
hit E& Dupge K Live. Speaking about LV
Prasad’s unique approach 10 movie
miaking, KB sald LYP did not harbour
negative ideas and themes for making a
movie, which isaclear contrast of today's
stundands, when directors often rasor
i portraving negative ideas.

Saroja Devi, who acted in LV Prasad's
Heri Bere, recounted the interesting
experience when he promptly hind-
ad over an extra sum he agreed to pay

herif Hedd Bereras for a |l||:'l.l.’|:- 5. S
car Janalkd, who got herfirst name after
shewis intraduced in his movie Sowr-
car, credited LV Prasad complefely foo
making an actor of her, "who was
straight from the kitchen o the cam-
i, Actor Jeethendra, on his part, sgid
LVP was the man who shaped his des-
iy in flmdam.

To Kamal Hassam, LV Prasad was a
mentor like his other guru K Balachan-
dar himseif. He recalled the instance
when LY Pragad sald Kamal Hassan
was justified in asking for the sabury
b dl demanded, after saeing him run
errands for KB during the shoot of £k
[enfe Ke Live. TV was 50 passionaie
ghout cinema that he recovered after
a serious illmess onlywhen his son ook
him to his Prasad Studios, he added
Incidentally, LV#'s last movie as an
actorwas Kamal Hassan's first produic-
tinn veniure and 100th movie as an
actor- Raja Parvar.

An gctor, producer and director, LV
Prasad's contributions 1o the film
inclestry are enormois. Heacted ine
first Indizn talkie, Alam Ara, the first
Telugu talky Bhakiha Prahiads and
thie frst Tamil talky Kalidasq, He was
also the first 1o bring graphle machines
into the country.  “He was born in
Aaedbira Pradesh, worked formaost part
nfhis lifie in Musmbai, but ivwas Chen-
nai that was close (o hls heart. which
I5 why most of the Prasad establizh-
ments are baged here' sald Ramesh
Frasad, son of the fitm maker.

— Sharadha Marayanan



