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Ramesh Prasad talks about father L V Prasad’s life in the film industry

hetr name Prasad itself
oonjures up images of
Prasad Studios amd Labs
in the busy Saligramnm
arei of Chennai, Many a
doven ol Himti and regional
cinensa lias paszed through its
portals in the last fifty vears, Even
telay, [Elims feorm all aver the
coaley coeme {0 the labs for
printlng and seend recordings.
The Pragad Group now oemprises

“"He was a most slmple man
dedicated to his work. As kids, we
woald be asleep when he cams
hame. he waz =20 busy all day!
Most of our education amd daily
nends were taken care of by my
meihen, Manohoramma, He would
catch up on slesp in the car while
travalling from one shoot 1o
annther when he was strugeling io
make g mark, doing two ot three
films nt a tima.”

- .
My father firmly believed in giving
back to cinema what he got from it,
investing back all his money into
film production and technology

X 4

[ilm labs, Efx, video digitizatlon.
recarding studlos and a flm and
TV academy bedides Being present
In Skngapore and Dubai. The man
who founded this emplre 1=
destiny's child, actor, prsducer
director LY Prasad, destiny™s
chilld, wiwe hailed from an
agriculinral Bamily in Anidhra
Today ki kils birth cantenary year
Hamesh Prasad. his sen. ells us
e hls Gamlly i8 taklng his
|.I-LI:|5:II':I.IE [og clnema Ferward.

From humble beginnings...
Hamesh Prasadi®a0y Prasad
Group), lives mostly in
Hyderabad, handllng the
pnbertainment division there

'.'l-';h saEp Canesan

{which include the Imax theatre
and mall), Om a trip to Chennai
during the centenary celehrations
attended by the CW and film
laminaries, he spoke tous, delving
into memories of his father

Sesing his fathers sorogple,
Ramesh never wanted to join filns
and became an indu=irial engineer
instead, gracduating from the
Oklahoma State University But
fate had other things in store and
today Bamesh is carrving forward
the Prasad legacy along with son
Sal Prasad.

A Life for Cinema. ..

Ramesh recounts the day: when
his teanaged father, left his wife
and child in the village of
Somavarapadu and Inded
Mumhbai with just Rs 100 in his
pocket, “Onar gramdfather had
declared insolvency becanse e
had been trying unsuecessfully to

grone mulberry frees. Father was
passimate about watching the nld
film prints shown in ramshackhe
bnats im the village wmd he used fo
act in bocal dramas regulardy. So
he made his way to Mumbai at the
first oppartunity, to hecome an
acthar,”

The pioneering spirit of the man
is clear oven from the start, Only
someone presionnte abouwt films

Wl take fee exireme siep of seing g
far away without spesaking o word ol
English nor Himdl and with me money
friends or family to help bim!

LY Prasad efcaunlers] many toagh
meTenis bt he stuck (o his goal. He
BEFLLER ﬁE‘]lﬂ wissn e Ianded & pole
Alam Ara the first Indian Talkls in 1831
(whth a monthly salary of Rsai). Thers
was 0 looking back sinee. He even did o
role by the fest Tamil ealkie Kalbdas anid
in Bhakta Frahlade., the first ‘Pelu
ialkis
Latger he wemnt on to work ns assistant
director, worked i1 Prithwi Theatres o
went on o act in hit movies efore he
fonend his métior as p direcior anad
proclucer. He directed memorable hits of
the fifties, known for their social drama

and humiour in Hindi, Tamil and Telugn,

including the magnum opus Manoharm,
which elevaird Sivaji Ganesan to the
groadest heights of stardoem,

In 1555 Prasad Progluctions was barn
and Eamesh helped =et up Prasad Film
Lakhs in Chennai in 1974

Looking nhead...

Today, the company is the larpest
infrastructure for featune film post
prodduwction in Indin. "My fnthor firmly
helicved in giving hack to cinema what
et gt fromn it imvesting back all his

L ¥ Prosad recereng an award from MGE; {mseth Bamesh Prasad

ptotiey Into Mlm peedaction and
fechnobofsy” pecounts Ramesh, The LV
iPraznd Eye [nsstitute ln Hyderahord was
Ponndles] b ldiny, “Deescanze iowas with
thelr eyes that audkence: saw b= (ms,
The Ikadn Sahed Phalke award (1882} and
i podatoge slamyp (2006}, Ear testimany af
ihe recognitton he galned. Hamesh
conclisdes, "My father's mattos wers work
15 warahip, |'.l.'I'.-:'!1[:|' and commitment,
PASSION, PErSeverancs, Dariencs amdl
purity-of thoughts, He was indabted to
rinemu and we awe everything we hawe
1= |
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